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Cuban 'Ihv_aéidn? H :g;hly Overrated

Elsewhere on this page today, re-
porter Jamgg N. -Wallace gives a pen-
etrating analys1s of a key factor that
led the world, and ourselves, to {the:
erroneous assumption that the Un1ted
States had failed miserably in a full-'_
scale invasion“attempt against Cuba: .

As Mr. Wallace’s report md1cates

“what took place in Cuba was in re-

ality a relatively minor effort by a
few hundred Cuban exiles, who; it is
true, were given guns, money and’
advice by the United 'States.

Fidel Castro just a few years ago
launched the same sort of “inva-

sion” of Cuba, having received aid

from groups in Mexieo,.- Venezuela
and the United States. His forces
launched their “invasion’” . from,

. Mexico, and Castro suffered at least .

a dozen defeats at the hands of Ba-.
tista’s army. He managed to slip into
the Escambray mountains with a few
of his motley colleague,sz fromawhgg{p
he mounted his revolutiongry move- }
ment that eventually toppled-theudBas
tista regime.” Yet Cuba at the time
was not a battleground between com-
munism and freedom and the world
press gave Castro’s ‘“‘invasion’ hard-
1y a paragraph on Page 10.
President Kennedy has aptly stated

Lif‘——_m___*_;

though it may have been,
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"that from the recent sobering eplsode,

there are ‘‘useful lessons for- all to .
learn.” In this light, the a@%ra-
tion hﬁas launched.a fop level study

of he per-semet CenjpaHateHx-i

which&F&'S. could profit; ,I-tkwould

;;3{;; at. thg’,? rican press — the

o; lews uded since our own

news@athermg servxce the Associat-|

ed P;ess was_ among the agencies

which conveyed x4 % erated Jinyasion
€

claim§ ‘> ‘hds” played Into the hands
of‘tﬂ‘é“éﬁemy, unwitting ‘and innocent

[

We certainly would never advocate '
peacetime news censorship. - Nor
would we witness such an attempt |
without .vigorous protest. At the same |
tithe, in the twilight of the. Cold War,

tHEE Uik, in «Leporting news
invol¥ing" national’ security should

carrymevenmoremobhgatlon to a free
p s:thanwordinarily.

s the Christian Science Monitor
has noted, Americans cannot expect
the world to correctly assess their
acts and intentions until they them-
selves assess, them with less exag-
geration and with more équanimity, -
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